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We'll devise a new education policy, Smriti Irani says 

Akshaya Mukul, TNN | Jun 21, 2014, 02.58AM IST 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/Home/Education/News/Well-devise-a-new-education-policy-Smriti-Irani-

says/articleshow/36913818.cms 

NEW DELHI: Nearly three decades after the last such exercise was undertaken, the Modi government will formulate a 

new national education policy "reflecting the aspirations of India now and opportunities in the next decade", HRD 

minister Smriti Irani told TOI in an exclusive interview, her first to the English media after assuming office.  

 

Irani said the new policy will be put together after extensive consultations with all stakeholders. "It will be my 

endeavour to help India emerge as a knowledge-based economy," she said. The current education policy was 

formulated by the Rajiv Gandhi government in 1986. 

The minister indicated that the government was proceeding with caution on the question of scrapping Delhi University's 

controversial four-year undergraduate programme. "I see the role of MHRD if there is a blatant violation of law. I respect 

autonomy of institutions. Any other comment at this stage from me will be inappropriate," she said.  

 

Irani, however, reiterated the government's intention to restructure the University Grants Commission, the country's 

nodal agency for higher education, saying that promises made in the party's manifesto "shall be kept".  

 

The minister also sought to allay apprehensions that textbooks will be saffronized under the rightwing regime. "The 

President's speech and PM's resolve reflect what MHRD seeks to do," she said on the issue.  

 

To question on how she would go about implementing the promise of setting up IITs in all states, the 38-year-old former 

actor said she intended to find a way through consultations. "I am aware of the challenges of existing IITs and IIMs," the 

minister said, adding that she had set the ball rolling on consultations with IIT directors. "I will undertake a similar 

exercise with IIM directors," she added. 

 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/toireporter/author-Akshaya-Mukul.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/Home/Education/News/Well-devise-a-new-education-policy-Smriti-Irani-says/articleshow/36913818.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/Home/Education/News/Well-devise-a-new-education-policy-Smriti-Irani-says/articleshow/36913818.cms
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Govt seeks IIT for State, writes to Centre 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-karnataka/govt-seeks-iit-for-state-writes-to-

centre/article6137817.ece 

The State Government has renewed its demand for an Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) in Karnataka. Higher 

Education Minister R.V. Deshpande wrote to Union Human Resource Development (HRD) Minister Smriti 

Irani asking for an IIT in the State. In the letter written to Ms. Irani earlier this month, Mr. Deshpande, while 

promising ‘full support and cooperation’ to the Ministry for MHRD, said the State’s hope for an IIT was 

renewed after the Union Government’s promise to establish an IIT in all remaining States. 

Pressing for the need for an IIT in Karnataka, Mr. Deshpande said, “…(it) is necessary to fulfil the requirement 

of a large technological manpower for industries of international reputation and R&D organisations in 

multinational companies in the State.” He added that almost all southern States except Karnataka, already had 

IITs and that meritorious students from here were forced to migrate to other States in pursuit of IIT education. 

‘Meritorious students are forced to migrate to other States in pursuit of IIT education’ 

Improved global mobility for engineers 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-miscellaneous/tp-others/improved-global-mobility-for-

engineers/article6140337.ece 

Though India’s permanent membership in the Washington Accord brings more 

opportunities for engineering graduates, no college in Kerala offers a Tier-1 NBA-

accredited programme, reports ABDUL LATHEEF NAHA. 

 

Premier centres:As per the National Board of Accreditation norms, the Indian Institutes of Technology are among the 

institutions than can enjoy Tier-1 status.  

Engineering education in the country got a shot in the arm last week when India became a permanent signatory 

member of the Washington Accord. An international accreditation agreement for engineering degrees among 

prominent countries of the world, the Washington Accord will create equivalence of engineering programmes 

and allow Indians to practise engineering in other member countries. 

But the agreement does not give any blanket equivalency certificate to Indian engineering degrees. Only the 

Tier-1 programmes accredited by the National Board of Accreditation (NBA) will get the benefit of the 

http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-karnataka/govt-seeks-iit-for-state-writes-to-centre/article6137817.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-karnataka/govt-seeks-iit-for-state-writes-to-centre/article6137817.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-miscellaneous/tp-others/improved-global-mobility-for-engineers/article6140337.ece
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-miscellaneous/tp-others/improved-global-mobility-for-engineers/article6140337.ece
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Washington Accord. The NBA is a body appointed by the All India Council of Technical Education (AICTE) 

for evaluation of engineering education programme and institutions. 

None of the engineering institutions in Kerala currently offers a Tier-1 NBA accredited programme. Tier-1 

programmes are housed in institutions with autonomy to review the content of curriculum and make changes as 

a result of recommendations from accreditation visits. 

These institutions, unlike the affiliated institutions, have the fiscal and academic independence to engage in 

continuous improvement in the local settings without waiting for the approval of outside bodies. 

As per the NBA stipulation, the Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs), Indian Institute of Science (IISc), Indian 

Institute of Information Technology Design and Manufacturing (IIITDM), Indian Institutes of Science 

Education Research (IISERs), Indian Institutes of Information Technology (IIITs), National Institutes of 

Technology (NITs), Central universities, deemed-to-be universities, and autonomous institutions can enjoy 

Tier-1 status. 

The Cochin University of Science and Technology (CUSAT) has applied for Tier-1 NBA accreditation for its 

programmes in Civil Engineering, Electronics and Communication engineering, Electrical and Electronic 

Engineering, Computer Science Engineering, Information Technology, Mechanical Engineering, and Fire 

Technology and Safety. 

Although 50-odd engineering colleges in Kerala have NBA general accreditation, none of them have qualified 

for Tier-1 status. The Washington Accord ensures that graduates of accredited programmes in any signatory 

country will be recognised by the other member countries as having met the academic requirements for entry to 

the practice of engineering. 

The Washington Accord came into being in 1989 with Australia, Canada, Ireland, New Zealand, the United 

Kingdom and the United States originally signing the agreement. Hong Kong joined the Accord six years later, 

followed by South Africa in 1999, Japan in 2005, and Singapore in 2006. Chinese Taipei and Korea joined in 

2007. 

After failing twice in the initial attempts, India got provisional membership in the Washington Accord along 

with Germany, Russia, Malaysia and Sri Lanka about seven years ago. The provisional status is a step close to 

becoming a signatory. 

Global opportunities 

According to Union Minister for Human Resource Development Smriti Irani, the signatory status will 

substantially increase the global employment opportunities for Indian engineering graduates. “This will ensure 

highest quality assurance standards in our engineering programmes and provide global mobility to our 

engineering graduates,” she said. The Washington Accord requires member nations to ensure that the highest 

quality assurance standards are implemented in their technical and engineering programmes. The Washington 

Accord will, however, not be valid for information technology engineers. India will have to sign the Seoul 

Accord to create similar equivalence of programmes. 

The International Engineering Alliance (IEA), Secretariat of the Washington Accord, sent a review team in 

December 2013 and January 2014 to carry out a comprehensive review and audit of NBA accreditation systems 

and practices. The review team submitted its report in March 2014. 

Several people, including R.M. Unnikrishnan of California State University, Fullerton, former NBA member 

secretary Dinesh K. Paliwal and education secretary Ashok Thakur, had played a significant role in pushing for 

the prestigious Washington Accord. 
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Social science teaching 

The NBA has asked the Tier-2 institutions to prepare themselves for becoming members of the Washington 

Accord. Universities have been asked to permit affiliated technical institutions to design at least 50 per cent of 

their programmes. The Washington Accord gives importance on teaching social science along with engineering. 

According to NBA officials, engineers should have a good understanding of society, and also good management 

and communication skills. 
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Check it out: Florida university library to lend drones to 

students  

By Jareen Imam, CNN 

http://www.cnn.com/2014/06/21/us/college-lends-drones-to-students/ 

updated 11:47 AM EDT, Sat June 21, 2014 

 

 

Why a college is using drones on campus 

STORY HIGHLIGHTS 

 University of South Florida will let students checkout drones at its library. 
 The drone rental programs aims to give students access to more technology. 
 Remote-controlled drones will be flown on campus with faculty supervision. 

(CNN) -- Students at the University of South Florida will be soaring to new academic heights, with drones. 

College students will be getting their hands on more than just books at the USF come the fall semester. The 

Tampa campus plans to offer remote-controlled drones for students to check out for school-related projects. 

It's a bold move considering that more places are starting to limit the access of drones, including the National 

Park Service, which announced a temporary ban on the use of drones on Friday. The NPS announcement 

basically bars the access of unmanned devices to 84 million acres of land in the U.S. 

http://www.cnn.com/2014/06/21/us/college-lends-drones-to-students/
http://www.cnn.com/2014/06/21/us/college-lends-drones-to-students/
http://www.cnn.com/2014/06/21/us/college-lends-drones-to-students/
http://www.cnn.com/2014/06/20/travel/national-park-service-drone-ban/
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Yet, USF is taking a different approach to drones, making the technology more accessible to its students. The 

library purchased two drones with some leftover money from a grant to remodel its facility with new 

technology. These drones are capable of taking aerial video and photography. 

 

A DJI Phantom drone captured in action. 

The library's hope is to integrate new technology to its services. In the past year, the library has worked to 

expand its "Digital Media Commons" in an effort to promote digital learning. Now, USF's library is taking it a 

step further by giving students the opportunity to operate the drones, which are valued at $1,500 apiece. 

Learn how to shoot amazing videos with drones  

Dean of USF Libraries Bill Garrison says the drones could be a great resource for students working on 

multimedia projects, and sees the program working in conjunction with other departments at the university. 

Your most amazing videos, from above  

"We have a global sustainability program, and they are mapping out the campus to see energy usage, so they 

can use the drones to help map out the campus," he explained. "There are a lot of opportunities for research and 

learning by using drones. And the faculty can use it, too." 

Flying these drones will not be as simple as swiping a library card, though. 

Students will need to enroll in a training course before they can check out the equipment. They'll also be 

required to provide an explanation on how the drone will be utilized in a school project, and they must be 

supervised by a faculty member while operating it around the campus. As of now, the program aims to keep the 

drones on USF's campus unless a professor makes the case for an exception, and students will be liable for any 

damages to the equipment. 

Garrison says the move to introduce drones to the school's library service is part of a larger effort to stay 

relevant on campus by providing more digital learning tools. 

"One of the things many libraries have struggled with is how do you become a real part of the campus and not 

be viewed as a book warehouse," he said. "I find it very exciting that we are able to do this, and I think the 

students will appreciate it." 

http://www.cnn.com/2014/05/22/tech/innovation/drone-uav-photography/index.html
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HT Indore 

 

HT Chandigarh 
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NIT Silchar MoU with University of Illinois 
Correspondent 

http://www.assamtribune.com/scripts/detailsnew.asp?id=jun2314/state05 

 SILCHAR, June 22 – In a bid to facilitate the creation of a world class innovative, inviting and flexible 

library system, the National Institute of Technology, Silchar (NITS) has recently signed a memorandum of 

understanding with University of Illinois, USA. 

Prof NV Deshpande, Director, NIT Silchar said that the MOU will help the institute to enhance campus 

learning, add support to its research activities, and provide community outreach and service in its campus 

through consultation and collaboration with the university Library at Illinois. 

Prof Deshpande who was instrumental in going for the MoU lauded the efforts of Dr Kishore Chandra 

Satpathy, Librarian at NITS in the initiative. He said that there will be a planned collaborative effort 

between the two libraries, especially on specific activities including development of a technology roadmap 

for the upcoming library at NIT Silchar, professional development for staff, exploration of possible 

exchange of academic staff, support in the development of a community outreach programme, assistance 

in planning library facilities that support research, services and studying, support in the development of 

community outreach programme, joint library programmes on research and training, consultation on the 

design of an online digital library course etc. 

“We are happy to have signed the agreement with the University of Illinois. It is one of the top ranking 

universities in the world and as such the NIT Silchar will benefit immensely from this association. There 

are plans to introduce a double degree programme which will help the students to study three years at 

NITS and two years at the University of Illinois. ” Prof Deshpande said adding that a consortium of three 

NITs (Jaipur, Patna and Silchar) will visit the University of Illinois shortly to augment faculty to faculty 
interaction. Also, the students of NIT Silchar can make use of laboratories there, he said. 

Further, he said that there will be an international library workshop to be jointly organised by both the 

libraries to add fillip to the improved library system and if every thing falls in place there will be a centre 
of the University Library of Illinois here. 

‘Help Establish IIT in Bangalore’  

http://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/bangalore/%E2%80%98Help-Establish-IIT-in-

Bangalore%E2%80%99/2014/06/22/article2293609.ece 

BANGALORE: Minister of Higher Education and Tourism R V Deshpande sought help from Union Minister 

for Chemicals and Fertilizers Ananth Kumar to establish an Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) in Bangalore. 

Speaking after inaugurating a function organised by the Federation of Karnataka Chambers of Commerce 

(FKCCI) to distribute Export Excellence Awards 2014 here on Saturday, Deshpande asked Ananth Kumar to 

prevail upon Human Resource Development Minister Smriti Irani and get an IIT for Bangalore.  

Ananth Kumar assured he would try his best to get the IIT sanctioned for Bangalore. He said the HAL airport in 

the city will be converted in to a maintenance and repair hub for aircraft. 

A special recognition certificate was given to Mangalore Refinery and Petrochemicals, J K Tyre and Industries. 

The Best Manufacturer Exporter Award was presented to Bosch Limited, while the Best Merchant Exporter 

Award went to Aryan International. 

 The Best Software Exporter Award was presented to Robosoft Technologies Pvt Ltd.  

http://www.assamtribune.com/scripts/detailsnew.asp?id=jun2314/state05
http://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/bangalore/%E2%80%98Help-Establish-IIT-in-Bangalore%E2%80%99/2014/06/22/article2293609.ece
http://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/bangalore/%E2%80%98Help-Establish-IIT-in-Bangalore%E2%80%99/2014/06/22/article2293609.ece
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Afghanistan Ambassador  to India Shaida Mohammed Abdali called upon Karnataka businessmen to invest in 

Afghanistan as there were numerous business opportunities and assured that there have been a lot of 

improvements in the administrative sector to help foreign investors. Nahid Rashid, commercial consul from the 

Embassy of Bangaladesh, R Shivakumar President, FKCCI and others were present. 

 

 


